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Chef Gruel | Seafood Guru - Sandwich Junkie - Restaurateur 
 
Andrew Gruel, a graduate of Johnson & Wales 
University, is currently the Founder and 
Executive Chef of Slapfish Restaurant, the 
award-winning food truck turned international 
brick and mortar, based out of Huntington 
Beach, CA. Chef Gruel has taken Slapfish 
(bootstrapped!)  from 2 food trucks to 10+ 
restaurant locations in just over 3 years.  
 
Chef Andrew Gruel has appeared on multiple 
Radio, and TV Network shows including his 
most recent, Host of FYI’s “Say It To My Face!” 
series which aired in May, 2015. Prior, he took on 
roles on major Food Network shows such as a 
Judge on the show Food Truck Face Off. Gruel 
has also been on "TODAY Show", PBS, 
Cooking Channel, as well as in numerous 
publications including The Wall Street Journal, 
Men’s Health, Food & Wine Magazine, 
Entrepreneur, and Restaurant Business. In 2013 
he was named top 40 under 40 entrepreneurs in 
Orange County.  
 
How he got here: 
 
After years of working in fine dining restaurants, hotels and diners -- ranging from The Ritz 
Carlton to the midnight shift at Denny’s -- Chef Gruel’s love of the ocean drove him to direct 
a non-profit project at The Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach, CA called “Seafood for 
the Future”. Here he worked with hundreds of chefs, fisherman and like-minded 
organizations establishing a national culinary awareness for the sustainable seafood 
movement.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE!
Contact: Heather Pastorini, 212-210-9760!

heather.pastorini@aenetworks.com 
 

 
FYI PREMIERES NEW ORIGINAL SERIES “SAY IT TO MY FACE!”  

 
RESTAURANTS AND CHEFS GET CHANCE AT REDEMPTION  

FROM THEIR TOUGHEST ONLINE CRITICS 
 

PREMIERES SATURDAY, MAY 9 AT 10PM ET 
 
NEW YORK, NY – April 2, 2015 –!FYI’s new original series, “Say It To My Face!,” gives chefs 
and restaurant owners a chance to redeem themselves before their toughest online critics. 
Fifteen hour-long episodes are set to premiere on Saturday, May 9 at 10pm ET. 
 
Never before have faceless online critics had so much power over the success or failure of 
restaurants. A chef can be on their game 99% of the time, but one mistake with one disgruntled 
customer, and they're facing an uphill battle to get diners back through the doors. In “Say It To 
My Face,” restaurants and critics meet face-to-face, for the first time, to air grievances. 
 
With the mentorship of chef co-hosts, Andrew Gruel and Anthony Dispensa, each owner and 
chef will make-over their restaurant. From the menu, to the décor and staffing – they will look to 
elevate their business in hopes that their toughest online critics will change their reviews, while 
helping to encourage new customers to come through the door. 
 
With over 18 years in the culinary business, Andrew is the CEO and Founder of Slapfish 
Restaurant Group, and Anthony is the West Coast Director of Operations for the restaurant 
group. A proponent in the power of social media when it comes to food and dining, Andrew 
personally responds to negative online reviews for his own restaurant business. From first-hand 
experience, Andrew and Anthony will help owners and chefs learn that listening to customer’s 
criticism, while having an open mind, will prove to be beneficial in salvaging a restaurant’s 
reputation before it’s too late. 
 
“Say It To My Face!”!is produced for FYI by Pie Town Productions.!Tara Sandler and Jennifer 
Davidson are executive producers for Pie Town. Molly O'Rourke serves as showrunner for Pie 
Town. Executive producers for FYI are Gena McCarthy, Toby Faulkner and Jordan Harman.  
 
About FYI!
For your inspiration, for your imagination or for your innovation, FYI™!embraces an 
adventurous, personalized and non-prescriptive approach to peoples’!taste, space, look, story 
and more. FYI covers a range of stories and experiences that reflect how people actually live 
their lives today, not defined by just one passion or interest. FYI is a division of A+E Networks, a 
joint venture of the Disney-ABC Television Group and Hearst Corporation. The FYI website is 
located at fyi.tv. Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/fyi and Facebook at facebook.com/fyi. For 
more press information and photography please visit us at: press.aenetworks.com. 
!
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http://blog.foodnetwork.com/fn5dish/2014/09/jesse5palmer5previews5the5first5ever5food5truck5face5off/!!
Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!16,515,000!

September!25,!2014!
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http://www.today.com/food/grill4seafood4surf4n4turf4burgers4shrimp4cubano41D79976234!!
!

Daily!Viewership:!1.1M!

July!31,!2014!



!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

http://www.hallmarkchannel.com/home2and2family/friday2march227th22015!!
!

Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!502,800!

March!27,!2015!
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http://www.hallmarkchannel.com/home2and2family/recipes/pastrami2salmon2blt!!
!

Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!502,800!

March!27,!2015!
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http://www.fastcasual.com/topics/top2100/!!
!

Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!!131,600!

May!27,!2015!
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http://www.menshealth.com/guy4gourmet/easy4way4cook4incredible4chowder!
Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!8,558,669!

December!09,!2014!
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http://experience.usatoday.com/food6and6wine/story/best6of6food6and6

wine/food/2015/01/01/crazy6hybrid6dishes/20638487/!!

Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!35,134,000!

May!18,!2015!
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May!18,!2015!



!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2014/07/23/slapfish:restaurant:owner:shares:sustainability:
campaign/!!

Unique!Monthly!Visitors:!!12,916,600!

July!23,!2014!
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http://lagunabeachmagazine.com/new5chefs5block/!
Circulation:!20,000!

October/November,!2014!


	Andrew Gruel - Food Network - 9.25.14 
	Andrew Gruel - USAToday - 1.15.15
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